BOWLING’S

ULTIMATE
VOLUNTEER

Elaine Hagin’s six decades of effort have henefitted
the sport, the business and veterans.

BBy Mark Miller

PERSON OF INTEREST

completely follow in her mother’s footsteps. Like many before and

after her, Hagin joined her parents on the lanes at an early age. But
Amelia Demonte’s daughter didn't stop there. Because of her curiosity and
desire to learn everything she could about the sport and business, she
developed into perhaps bowling’s ultimate volunteer. Now more than six
decades into serving for nearly every local, state, national and international
bowling organization, the Castro Valley, CA, great-grandmother of six
continues to give her time whenever and wherever she can. “When
anyone asks me what | do, | answer I'm a professional volunteer for the
sport of bowling,” Hagin said. “That's what | do.”

Hagin's first brush with bowling came in 1940 at Highhat Recreation in
her native Oakland. Just age 10, Hagin and her mother were watching her
father Peter bowl games that included a dismal 88. “My mom said ‘anyone
can bowl better than that’ so she bet my dad that she’d roll at least a 100,”
Hagin said. “It took her until 6 in the morning but she finally rolled a 102.
After that, all three of us were avid bowlers.” Hagin joined her first league
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in 1942 with her mother and other adults because
organized youth competition didn't begin until four
years later. “There was a lot of controversy with
children bowling in the league but ultimately they let
me bowl,” Hagin said. She averaged 125 that first
year and by age 12 rolled a 218 game. Not long after
that, she earned a war bond for a 237 game. She
eventually achieved a 265 game and 658 series and
averaged as high as 179.

Eventually, Hagin began wanting more out of
bowling so she attended her first Alameda County
Women's Bowling Association meeting at age 17.
"My mother loved to bowl tournaments,” Hagin
said. “If there was something bowling going on,
she'd be in it. But she would never go to a meeting.
“She would complain enough about what she didn’t
like that one time | finally said ‘I don‘t want to hear
it. I'm going to go where at least my voice could be
heard.’ | enjoyed it and started wanting to learn
more. This is while | was still working and bowling.”

After graduating from high school, Hagin met
and married her late husband Donald and studied
stenotype for two years to be a court reporter. But
while she was ready to do that work at age 20, state
law wouldn't allow her to do so for another year. So
she took some internships and also a job as secretary
to a company executive vice president. "Work was
a dirty word back then,"” said Hagin, who also gave
birth to son Michael about this time. “Women weren’t
supposed to work outside the home but | was
working 40 hours a week.”






